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CONCERNHIG CRI~IclS M, A crop of interesting and useful l e tters have 
come in with re ferenc e to last month ' s Editor i al . A l ett er from Mr . 
Benjamin Whit er, s ecretary of our London Club, is ;,ublished in full in 
Yours Sincerely featur e this month. There is, of cour se , a good deal 
i n what Mr. Whiter writ es . At times , those who do th e l eas t i n any 
walk of life are the first to cr iti cise. 

All the same, f air criticism i s open to all, and should not 
cause a.~y heart ache . That a man does not write for the magazine is 
no reason why he should not of fer constructive critic i sm, i f he feels 
so i nclined , Aft e r all , a paren t reas onably expects t ho bes t educa 
tion for his son though he may not be a t eacher himself , 

Our Oreato r has gifte d each one of us i n differen t ways . It 
i sn 't every man who is capabl e of writ ing an article or a sto ry, or of 
drawing a cover . If i sn ' t every man who has the ti.me for an ar t icl e 
which entails a good deal of research . It is probab l e that only a few 
pcssess a suffi cien tl y lar ge c6llec tion t o make even minor research 
pcssible . As I see it , a reader may be t hundering keen on our hobby 
and entir el y loyal to our magazine , even though, for some reason or 
othe r, he never wri tes a li ne for us ; and we are none the wome , at 
thi s office , for fair cri t iciam, In fact we may be a li ttle be tt er 
for it . 

I am deepl y grat eful to all our contributors , and I am thankful 
t o say t hat I have never been shor t of materi al , Often , owing to 
pre ss ure on space , contri but ors have t o wait quite a time before they 
see ... the ir effu.si ol'l3 .. in y int . ... Sameti.mes..,Jo r , one reason .. or , anotheri .... 
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i t :nay not be poss i bl e t o use certain it e:ns, t hough al l are wamly 
velcaned and carefully considered , . 

In our August issue we ?1blis hed items - some long , some short -
from <I contributors. Could aey editor compl ain at such wonderful 
support ? I think, too , thst overy reader must have found something 
of interest in such a packed i ssue, 

THE 1'l61 INNUAL. With this issue comes to you the order fom fo r 
this year ' s Annual, It is wit h regret, and some sense of frustrat i on , 
that we announce that the cost of the 1961 Annual must be increased to 
15/ -. It is the ol d story of the vicious spiral - trying to keep pace 
vi th costs which go creeping up all tho time . 

It was in 1957 tha t the Annual rose to 12/6. That year thiDBS 
may have broken even, and , no doubt, our lat e editor hoped that pro
duction costs might remain stat i c. hit t hiDBS being what they are in 
our world today , expenses vent on creeping up , and the Annual was soon 
running at a loss again. 

In the psst few years the income froo, tho Annual has fallen short 
of general production costs, and this year an incr<>ase i n price is un
avoidable i f an even higher loss is not to be encountered . 

lie r eal i se that at 15/ -, plus postage and packing , the Annual will 
be an expensive l uxury , and we shall quite understand i f some readers 
who have supported tho ?1blication in the past do not feel able to do 
so this year. lie do, hovever, fee l assured at l east of the sympathetic 
understanding of al l our Naders . 

One thing ve prooiise you. The Annual will be a book worth having . 
Next month ve shal l i;:i.ve you a peep into sane of the outstanding attrac t
i ons which the 1961 Annual will have in store for you. 

Advertisements i n the Annual are accept ed at 2d. per word or 
ser i al Illl!llber, Space is provi ded on th e order fonn for you to vri te 
your advert i sement, if desired. The more advertisers who support us, 
t he ne81'9T ve shal l be t o catching up vi th product i on costs. 

THE EDITOR. 

* * * * * * * * * 
THIS MONTH' S COVER 

For a change this mont h we present for your enjoyment the cover of 
POCK. The issue is dat ed June 1908, Look out for NEXT MOliTH'S STAR 
AT'i'RA~ ION: "THE STORY OF PUCK." 

* * * * * * * * * 

l 
( 
l 
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DEATH OF Mrs, BERYL PORTER 

It is with the utmost grief that CollectoI'f' 1 Digest records 
th e death of Mrs, Beryl Porter of our Midland Cl ub , Only a few short 
years 880, Beryl was married to Tan Porter, bot h being outstandi ng 
members of th e Midland Club, The devot ion between these two was 
wonderful and rare , and our sorrow is deepened in the knowledge thst 
these two splendid people are now t emporari l y parted , 

Beryl had a se ri ous operation last year. She seemed to be 
making good progr ess , and our Midland friends were l ooking forward to 
welcaning her back t o t he club meetings ere long . But, unhappily, 
Beryl had a relapse, and she passed away in hospit al on Monday 1 7th 
August, The internment t ook plac e at Crsdley Heath on Saturday 1 12th 
August . 

The F.ditor of Coll ectors' Digest expresses hi s deepest sympat hy 
wi th our friend Tan Port er in his groat lo ss - a loss which our entire 
movement shares. 

DUON l'.AWKE - AND THE THOMSON PAPERS. 

By Der ek Adley and Bi ll Lofts 

JptroducHoo by OOill( ADI.E'f 

A chance remark t.o 8111 on the t elephone br«.,ht to ltght the tact that M! boUl. 
had the sace idea 1n m1nd tlld that was t.o __.,w m !t tlo l e about t he Th0Gl80fl papers , 
mainly In re pl)r to ctlrlstopher Lowder• s remark.a 1n the Apr il c.o . 

In order to relieve the editor trom having the problem or decid ing ,tito h art;lc le 
to print, we have declded to cClllbtne our errorts Into one coq,lete script m.tch ts prob
ablY the t lrst tntormtl ve article wrt tten about the 1bomsm papers . 

1bere Is no question at all of the Thomson papers being tn1erra ted , ror alth ough 
i t wcUl.d appear so, by the laclc. or art lclu about these per lOdtcals in clG"Terlt c.o.•s , 
co?Tespond,nc, wtth other collectors prove othe"' l se. 1be reason ror the l ~k or 
articles la oalnl.Y due to the t act that ever s ince the ml&ht1 Scott i sh ttrm or o. c. 
Thomson l aunched t.hetr rtrst boY'' s paper, AdYentw'e 1n 1921, all U'le stori es have 
appeared anonymousl.y making It exceedtngU, dltrtcult t.o pen anytl'llng about tbe men behind 
the scenes , rllo no doubt would have been able to reveal Dla1l1 .secrets regarding Thomson 
polt otes . NearlY all the tntonnatlon Jn thi s arttole has been obtained from writers 
ltl o eontrtbuted to the 1homson papers Md Indeed lDalf or them were prour tc writ ers of 
A.P. storless 

f'or a start , we will l ook at the •011on HaMe Ltbraryt' l'ftllch ttrst appeared . In 
1919 Pric ed at )1 . with 120 pages . This waa an obvious atterr.pt to rival the A.P. •s 
Saxton Blake Ltbra:y but with a smaller s i zed page. We do not know "'10 created th e 
character YL""°""k"Al'l .PJ!Jl!led t~e ,rtr .. n .. AI.Ol'l!._J>»t . .9!1.l!>'SJ:!!;ltJon reeetvod •• ...... ...... .. 



toellned to thlnk Ulat It was ldtt.orially CNated as wltb. otber tmoua charact ers and 
.stories ln 'l'homaon pepera (e.a;. Red Circl e School. Here about th i s at a later dat e}. 
All ,tor t es featured Dixon Ra* e and hla a&1btant T~ Burtte md Wert 8l'l8l1YlDOU but tt 
mo surprise collectors io la'IOtl' tbat U!.e,-wen 11alnlJ' wrlttal by authors or Sexton Blake& 
Autrlcra tnclt.de Rtcbard Gayne, John o. Bnfldon, Rex Harding, Gilbert Olester, J. Pt>nd
ower, J<Dl CNUQ" , 14,lngt on 8Ymond1, Reclnald ~. etc. 'ffWI D.B.L. ran to 576 
Issues and ended in the year 1941 and ,re re &lftn to mderstand Ulat f'nl1*. Howe aid 
Riobard oa,ne httYe 111Cre stor ies to their credit than any other authors. 

&odl 1u r Tboeaon's 8.lao publtlhed the •oa on e•e Case Book' thi s betnc a paper 
conred book contain~ ~ short sto ries or Qle detective, am we can sa:, dettnltdY , 
that these were ehtefl.¥ 1'1'1tten bl' Jacques Pendower, better knotll aa T. c. Jacobs. 

Tbe rtrst boYa' weekly to be Pt.Ollbld b1' 1bomaon1 s IJU 1AdTentu:rel' BM the ttr st 
tssue waa dated t7th Septeat>er-, 1921, photo cards ot fMIOUS footballers be ing g1Tm e,1af 
to attract readers. This als> contained a yarn aboUi Dison Haf&e fllC:1 It was In this 
paper that the detectfv e appeand throughout. tts lVI at occasional periods, and once 
ag:i.tn Jacques Pendo,Jer was one of Ole eh.le t wrt t ers or tb ese Psrtlcular sto ri es . 

The •Mnn tu:re8 wa.s t ollowed on the 4th rtarch , 1922 by' th e 1 Rcrrtr* • a paper Tel'7 
s imilar ln content s. An unU$.8l teature RU Ula t one sto17 waa aatd to ha"t'e been ,ritten 
b)' Arthur orlmdell lllho plaYed football t or Tottenhaa Rot.spur and Dl&land, but ot course 
thi s was n st.\llt that "88 fast beccaln& a regUlar thin&, U!e tde a beJ.Jlft to gin a popular 
~Ing personaltt ,y •s name to a ator7 lt!Jdl tn reaUty was written by a regulnr author , 
f.hu., CNOttng o. tel"l'tt lc ctrculatlon booster. (Note by Derek Adley: tbts did ln teet 
happen to wt 1.mle, Otekte Hareh, fltlo PlaYed tor Queens Park Ra,ce:rs. He -.s pai d a 
8\1:1 or o::,ney by t.he A.P. eo U\at: hts ncme woUld appear on a f eature tn the Footbo.11 
Weekly, writ ten probobl.Y bf A. e. Hant,.) 

'ft\e s t Ol"7 tn the •Ro~ beartnc uie rume or A.rtllr Orlmsdell was one or t.he only 
occasions that 'n'loNons stnYed tro. t.helr rigid policy ot p~umq COCl)letety anon,· 
mou.s publlc.atlons . ~ thomaon'• oclwred to tbt., poltcy ts onl.)' ~ to t hmselves t cr 
certa lnlJ' the authors dlM 1t care lt!ether tbetr names were gll'en or not, a.a lore &S thq 
got. paid ror tbetr work. By tl!;e iremendous and consistent o trcul atlon or the D\rldee 
papers it WOUld certainly' appear that this Idea paid ott althoUlh tor 90ll8 strang e reason 
1tiomaon• s pttlltshed out.hors names to t.be stories that were contained in the tr mnuals -.x:h 
as Skipper, RoYer an:l AOYenture. Before l eavq the subJect or autoors• ne.mea, one 
fbomson autb:r suggested tb.at t.he powers trot be, f elt that MY success won by tbet r 
papers .ft>uld go co the ThoNon craanlsatlon as a flflole and not t o an, tndl vtdual author. 

According co tnCormat l on gtn n by 1'8rious A.P, editors tbe Thomson papers tan th em 
very great. c<Jllem an:l tn tact Uley actual.Jy IKldelled the st)'].e ot mmy or their new 
papers on those from the Sc.ot.tl1h tlnn, nen to the ext.ent or dropping the authors • names . 
EVtctence or t hts can be totm tn sUeh papen as Rmger , Pilot , P1uek, etc . 

A moat JUrl)riat~ failure or 1'bolll0n1 s MS the tact that thef seeaed Wl&ble to 
break Into the tight at.rc:qho ld Ole A.P. bad on girl.st pt.t>Ueatl ons. On 28th October, 
19Z? they ~ the ' Bluebtnie a new Ple)&r tor gtrla . fl'l ta IJl8I TCIT ala llar tn fonnat 
to tbe ~ · ~rs •R.owr- and 'AOventure' but of course wttb a etrllsb tlsvOW". flle 
A.P. proq)tlJ' Nl88d the dsl&er at d brought out •Rm>)" to coamat tt. Short.l)' &ft.er, 'l'boar 
son's appe8Nd to lose interest tn the &lrla: 1 papers an1 publtcatton or 1 Bluebh"d'f ceased. 

On 23rd Septctlber 19Z? tbomson's 18WlChed the •w1zan1• S1d tbe ed i torial 11\0wed a 
ptotllt'e or the editor u a breezr 1owc man, llbo cold the re~er that he had travelled all 
,ro\lld the WOt"ld ard that he beltend ln being pal s wit h the reader and cert a lnl.Y 1t ,es 
put tn a t ar different mtnner to the way the J.. P. edi torials were put. There wa., tht s 
pallJ' atttt.t.de Snsteoo ot the tatberlT mermer, and no ~aehtng on such thi ngs aa 'don't 
tr.Jdl..e' Md 1 don•t plq tl!;e 11ddy 01:,' etc. We l:lllt say here tbat we are glYing the tacts 
"1d ncttber QPholdlDC thi s poltey nor crtttot .ung lt. 

1be 'Ven,uard' was next tn th e fteld, first appearing on the 1.}tb October, 192.3. 
Th.ts was or the ll8D8 style as its COCl)llfllon papers but diet not m~oy a 'fer, lon& tu1. l t 
~ been sa id th~ th e pc>er•a cootents went ml!81, rcei;tnt f and tr ao thtp coUld have 
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bem the r eason tor lt a short ur e. 

The next Thomson boJs' tteekly was not mtll 6th Sept.ea>er 1930 - th is was tlle 
Skipper, and It ha,: tbe dlat. t nctlon or betna the oolY war eaaualty or 1homoon1 s bQJ'•' 
weekli es . In 18 D:lllt.hs time Thomson tried a new expertoent, a s:ialler 'YP4? or bcl1a1 

paper cons ist i ng or reprints or CO!:l'lete serials. This new nnture wa., th e •Reel .Arrow' 
am probabl.¥ ttl Slort lite was due to th e l ack or variety In tb e st.cries . F'or exalll)le , 
ln other 'lboll'.800 papers the reader would get 6, 7 or even 8 stories eedl weet OOlll>ared 
to tbe one or tlllO onlY that were oontelned In the 'Red ArN:111', tor e"f'en then tbe trend 
~ an the 1'8.1' to short stories as long ones wer-e too IIJOb or m etrort. t o reao. •Red 
Arn:111' wu f irst published 19tll Nardi., 1932 and ran io 53 Issues. 

The l ast major boys• weekly to be J)mllshed bf 1bocson' a In PN-Wal" years wu the 
•Hotspure tn 1933 MCI thi s paper Nall7 neec1.s paaes to deserlbe In detatl, tor tt ~ 
Jalned each week tor OTer twooey--one 7ears a storY or Red Circle School. We both feel 
heN that we mst re stl'lct ourselves to onlY a few lln es tn this paHtcular arttcla 
regard~ Recl Circl e as It lfOUld SPotl a future ar ticl e If we • ere to srJI too nu=b. Ve 
Cl.lat. be content to say tberefo re that Red Circle School was editor ially cre ated !lld was 
written about by' senral authors , sooe f lX' qulie l ongish periods. The pr i ncipl e or 
th8 d\ar actera grcMtng up Is not quite as M!Ottc as some peopl e me:, think t or there were 
ftTe dis t inct itwses llltlere the charact ers moved ~ a form and nen tual)J' l eft tbe sebool. 
In otr researcb we haTe cenaged to CClll)ll e a coal)l eU Ust of ttt l H, t ogeth er with a 
classification of all th e series , plu., an almost ecq,lete Ust re.er b)' 1ear, of au th e 
char acU!r 8 :mentt ct1ed, plu., l ocalttt es , s twdles, es tablishments , etc. nte Information 
would pr ac ttcally till a c. D. Annual tr published In full. Howenr , If there Is foW>d 
to be my great Inte rest 1n Red Circl e , perflaps we could eonClense the tntorm.t t on Into 
several occas l Onal SCl8ll art icl es . 

In coccieml"'att on ot an article on the •Thomen Papers• tn thts month• s c .o .... 
Clentlemenl A Toast to a famous •Bo:Js' Paper' born In Septeirber 1922 and stil l going 
atrc:rig. 1'hous.rtds of stor i es haw passed throllih It s pages - g1Ttng boYs hours of 
pleasure ... and men 1n their fort i es st lll remed>er theCll Clentlegen l I glve you •ntE 
WIWO' I 

J. R. SWAN 

Wll£OI£ TO p.\ l Nii FRON HOVE 

tn this contb t s WomM•s N1tTor we spotted a le t t er to the Edit or from It' J. R. of 
Hon: , welooclng the news U\at tb e old ttlli serial 'Erpl ol t.s o f Elaine" t s t o be shO'Ml 
on r .v. We tee l ,ure tha t J. R. ts our old flld Taluecl friend •RobbY" 1lbo bad lllUlb 
corTespondonee wlrll. film star Pearl lilllte years ago. 

We bope that one ot these da)'s Robby will be tecl)ted , o drop a few lin es to th e 
edi tor of c.D. It would be uand t o hear tr a:i hlm again. 

fl( OLl>C C)'NJ9!& INN 

It 1S"l't the peopl e 1lho tell all 1be7 "°" that cam e m)St of the troub l e: tt•s 
the ones 'Jlbo t ell more. 
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"THE HARD COVER SCHOOL STORY CLASSICS" 

By W. J. A. Hubbard 

No, 21 "Mike" - P. G, Wodehouse. 

There could hardly bo a groater contrast between "Miko" and tho 

previous story revie;red in this series , "The Bonding of a Trig" is in 

tl8llY respects on adult study of boyhood wile "!like" is a school cricket 

st ory J'll"' ar:d simple . Yet if would be foolish to deny that "Miko" has 

not its moments of character study for it was written by on outstanding 

novelist whose efforts over many years have show him to be a master of 

the English 1- and ono of tho leading 1!ri tors of modern times. 

The name of P. G. Wodehouse is too well lmo1m to need elaboration 

here . The writer of ID8I\Y excelle nt novels and short stories featuring 

lll8llY famous character and the contributo r of the lyrics to 11181\Y vell 

lmovn West End Musicals and Revues he is internationally femous and 

is still writing today despi te the fact that he must be close en 00 

years cf age , Vhat is less vell-lmovn , hovever , is that he began his 

career as a writer of boys' stories , several of vhich can be definitely 

described as "Classics" by any standards , 
"Milce" is a reprint of two sto ries originally written by Mr, 

Wodehouse before the 1914-18 var for "The Captain" , - a msgazine for 

Public , Gram ar and Secondary School boys which has been described by 

many of its admirers as one of the finest papers ever piblished for 

boys, In 11l'J view this praise is not undeserved for its contents still 

read extrnordinary vell even tod,\y , 
Realism vas always a feature of "The Captain " and "Mike" is not 

lacking in this respect . It is close to adul t standards and its 

cricket au:iosphere and description are impeccable which is not sur

prising when one remei:,bers that not only was Mr, 'iodehouse an excellent 

performer himself both vi th bat and ball • but understood both the 

theory and traditions of the geme, It has also been suggested that in 

describing the two schools featured in "Mike" - 'irykyn and Sedleigh - Mr. 

'iodehouse did not hesitate to use a Mwich College bac~ound and 

customs, 
The hero of "Yiike" i s Michael Jackson , th e youngest of a family 

of five cricketing brothers . One suspects tha t !Ir, 'iodehouse had the 

fmnous Foster brotherhood + in C>ir:d when he created the Jackson family, 

The first half of "Mike" covers Mike Jackson ' s arrival at 'irykyn 

at th e beginning of the stmner term. Rather older than th e uaual new 

hoy - he is 15 - he finds the cricke t repitat ion of his family a great 

hele.,_and eoon,.atjlesd.9w datemin~Ull..Ul§£!Lill...1w~ ...... 



His friendehip with a rather adventurous and irrespons i ble se ni or 

named ilyc.tt who encourages Mike' s cricket pretens i ons, his embarrass 

ment when he f i nds that he is actual l y disp l aci ng hi s elde r brotho r -

Bob - in the XI and his duel rl th t he Head of his House - Fi r by-3mi th -

who effective l y chocks a tendency on Mike' s part towards a swelled 
head , arc extremely well described for al though this sto ry is primarily 

concernod wit h school cricket it does not neglec t charac t eris ation , 
The cri cket sequences are , however , very finely vri tten and show the 

autho r' s cestery in describing spor ting events , a castery that never 

deserted him in 81l/f of the school stories he contribut ed to "The 

Captai n, " I ndeed t he chapt er entitl ed "The M. C.C. Match" was repro 

duced by Mr. Howard Marshall in a book of Cricket St ories published 
soce years ago, a canpliment that was thoroll8hly deserved , 

The second half of the story also contains a good deal of 

cricke t but is chiefly notable for the i ntroduction of Mr. ilodchouse ' s 

famous characte r "Psmi t h", the for erunner of a l ong li ne of Wodehouse 

characters that the aut hor has producad over the years down to the 

prese nt day , Nearly three years have gone by and Mike Jackson is 
Captai n-El ect of t he ilrylcyn XI, 

His school work , however, has been far from satis facto ry am 
instead of returning to llrylcyn for tho sumer te n:, he is sen t t o 

Sod.le~ , a much smalle r school rl th a rep,tatio n fo r scholarship , 
There he meets Rupert Smit h who has been supor :umuat ed from Eton fo r 

the same r eason, A bri lliant pi ece of lar ger than li fe charac t erisa 

tio n, "Psmi th " makes a great impact on the reade r and ro was feat urod 

by Mr. llodehouse in many other fine stor i es for sooo years . 
Mike and "!'smith" form an alliance with considera ble success . 

Both boys are feeling frustrated - Mike because be has not been allo wed 

to captai n the llrylcyn XI and ''Psmit h" because oo has been deprived 
of a place in the Eton XI. They proceed to work of f their grievances 

agains t Sedleigh , each i n his own fashion and Clllke t horouih nuisances 

of themselves but a.re eventually br ou,!l>t to realise the pettiness of 

the ir conduct by t he det erminatio n of Adair , t he Cri cket Captain , In 

the end, Sedle~ play llrytcyn and t hanks t o the combi ned ef fo r ts of 

Mike, "Pscith ", vho proves himself a brilli ant 1111- round cricketer , 
and Adair, they win a l ow scoring match rl th only a few minutes to 
spare , a wort hy cl imax to a school sto ry that desorv es the adject i ve 

of 11classic " in more ways than ono. 

• He was in the IWwich College XI in 8)8 and was at 
school vi th such well known cricke t ers es F. P, and 
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H. J.. Knox and B. 0. Dolbey, who all figured 

in th e Surrey XI. 

+ Tho seven sons of the Revd. B. Foste r who 
featured in the l!alvern and Worcestershire 
Xls with considerable success . 

* ********* * 
THE PASSillG OF W, E. STA!l'l'ON-HOPB 

By Erni o Carter 

This vell-knovn wri to r of Amal8oznated Pres s stories and· books on 

travel passed avay on the 1 et August at Artarmon, near Sydney. He was 

72 years ot age. 
Stanton llppe will bo remembered 48 the editor of Chuckles in 1915, 

and later wrote many substitute stories for the J!aenet and Gm. llaD,y 

Sexton Blake s tories also Cllllle !ran his pen. 
Membsrs of the O. B,B. C. in Sydnoy had the pleasure of moetill8 him 

on several occasions . He """ a g:rest autho rity on J..P. artists and 

authors . 
We can 111 afford to lose such men, for tho ranks of these ol d 

authors are growing very thin . Members of the O.B.B.C. sent thoir 

cessages of sympathy to his widov. 

* ......... 
* 

SEPTEJ!BER WITH SEXTON BLAKE 

The forthca>ill8 Sept ... ber issues of the S.B. L. see.:, to give 

exceptional promise. Colloctors ' Digest render REX DOLPBIN, vho can 

alvo,ys be relied upon for a first-class yarn , offe rs "TROUBL8 IS MY 
NAME." Also, pro-war wri tor WARWICK JARDINE makee a most volcomo re 

turn after IDllllY years with "DEATH HER DESTINATION." This is described 
as a story vith "vintage Blakian flavour , " and it will be especi~ 
velc aned for that fact alone. 

* •• * ... . . * 
* 
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F»iOUS SERIES NO, 1) 

This month we 
br ing you n pictur e from 
th e fine Sparshott se ries 
in the famous stories of 
THE RIO KID. (July 1928), 
The Kid has been aiding 
Kent Loring in that 
young man' s feud wit h the 
brut al Sparshott brothers , 
Kent Loring ' s hors e i s 
found running withou t 

its ri der , 
l ast? 

The Kid I s prob l em: Hns Kent Lori ng been "wiped out " at 

DO YOU Rffl™BER? By Roger M. J enki ns 

No, 37 - Magnet No, 129 - "Alonzo th e Grea t" 

"""'-· ·-· One of the . gl or ies of th~~ V"" Alonzo . Toddi ., a , good - ,. 
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natured simplet on who was as easi ly imposed upon as Clarence Cuffy of 
Rookwood. For maey years AlonzoliBS th e onl y Todd at Greyfriars , and 
bis s t ore of ma:nms (all taught to hi.o by bis sensibl e Uncle Benjamin) 
was al ways availab l e to exacerba ta t oo feelings of the victl..c! of eny 
pe.rticular manent. lle always meant well, but was responsible for many 
disas ters a t Greyfriars. 

Magnet No. 129 starre d Mr. Quelch in a somewhat unfavourab l e 
lisbt. It was a bot afternoon , and th e c l ass was restiv e, with the 
res ult that IDJ1Derous 1.c!positions (increase d as a r esult of impertin ence) 
were handed out t o the Removi tos. Harry llhart on and Co. decided t o 
vri te th eir lines, and a few others lik e Bunter and Todd were persuaded 
t o do the same, but t he majority s i ded wit!l Buls trod e , tho ex-captai n 
of th e Remove. 

Bulstrode . bad a bright i dea. He argue d that t he Removi te s should 
appeal t o th e Head, who would undoubtedly be surp rised to l earn that 
a total of thre e thousand li nes had been set in one aftarnoon . Dr. 
Locke would, Bulstrode felt certai n, rebuke Mr. Quelch. The form 
master , wounded by such a s~ marl< of hi s chi ef's displeasure, would 
probably resign . At the worst, the ReQovitos would incur no further 
p.mishment; at the best , they would bo relie ved of th eir 1.c!posi ti ons 
and might well even bo r elieved of Mr. Quelch i nto th e bargain. 

Unfortunat ely the scheme wn t avry, and the Head asked sano 
searching questi ons . The di scanfi ture of tho re bel s was further in
creased when Alonzo Todd was called upon t o give evid ence. Vith bis 
usual naivety ho coaplot ely l et tho cat out of th o bag! "I am s orry 
to fail t o back up Bulstrod e, but it is impossib l e to talce two sides 
at once. I hope Bulstrodo will see t hat, and not bear call ee . Besides , 
I t hink i t is very probable that, if Mr. Quel ch were induced t o re
sign , we might got a wors e f orm master." I n the end, Mstrode got a 
caning in addition to tho original imposition . 

Charles Hamilt on has statad that ho l et Alonzo gent ly fad e out 
of the sto ri es because he had an idea that t he read ers were getting 
t ired of hi.o. Whatever the readers of t he t ime may hsvo t hought , 
however, it seems cl ear tha t most coll ect ors gr eatly regret his de
parture fran th e stories. A schoolboy with a natural simpli c i ty of 
character allied t o a kindly disposition can alw,iys be relied upon to 
amuse t he readers with 'mirth that has no bitt er sprinas ' - Gussy is an 
exaople of thi s i n a l ess extre ma form, Per haps a future Bunter book 
will f ind space to feature another visit from Alonzo Theophi lus Todd, 
the IW'fer of Greyfriars . 
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Ll:I' 1 S BE CO!fl'ROVIBSIAL 

NO, 52. THE MAN WITH THE BRUSH 

Jus t how much did our favourite papers owe t o the men who 
ill us trat ed th em? The sto ry was the main th i ng , undoubtedly , but it 
i s certain that a good r egular artis t gave individuality t o a paper. 

Recently a reader wrote that the Gem never seemed quite right 
unl ess it was i llustrated by Macdonald - and I an in ful l agreement 
with this . I would also suggest that both Macdonald and Chapnan be
came so "type d" that they al ways seemed out of place if they were 
illustrating anything but t he Gem and the Magnet respectively . I re
cal l a few Magnets illustrated by Macdonald, and the sight of them is 
somehow irritating , In the same way , Chapnan could never dra w St . 
Jim's character convin cing l y. 

My own opinion is that it was possib le to have t oo many pictures -
and that there often wer e too many. I think it was a mistake when the 
pictures gave away t he ent ire plot of the story - and they often did. 
There were countless occasi ons when, by l ooking over all the pic ture s , 
one knew the const ru ctio n of the pl ot , which was thus spoile d for the 
reader . 

I wonder whether editorial directions were always quite adequa te, 
for the artists concerned . Macdonald tended , at t imes , to be care le ss , 
and perhai:e , thoughtles s . When the chums were on the Congo, he 
portrayed them in Et ons , canplete with stiff collars and l ong tro users . 
When Monty Lowther r an away fran scjlool t o become an act or, Dr. Holmes 
went after him t o a t heat re in a distant town, t o fetch him back . Mac
donald drew the Head i n cap and gown striding on the stage t o i nterrupt 
the performance . 

Charles Hamilt on rarely in cluded much detail. No doubt he felt 
i t unnecessary to s tat e that , before leaving t he school , :er. Holmes 
discarded cap and g,,wn and donned an overcoat and a si lk hat. He 
left matt er l ike that to t he common-sense of his r eaders . He was 
equally entitled t o l eave them to the comon - sense of t he artists . 

In fact , Charles Hamil ton really gave surprisingly f ew detail s 
concerning his charac t ers . I can think of no boy, apart from Bunt er , 
who wore glasses at Greyfriars . Yet, in real sc hool s , it is sur
pri sing how many actually wear glasses . Shields gave Fisher T. Fi sh 
horn - rinmed gl asses - an example of t he artist using hi s own ini tiativ e 

to good JW"POSO , I do not recall Fishy ' s glass es ever being mentio ned 
in a sto ry • 
. ,_.,., •. _. It has been claim ed tha~as Mr, ~w ho gave .Bunter his 
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cbeck trousers. In this i nstance , in my viev, the arti s t made an error , 
for a school of the standing of Grey-friars would assuredly have a 
rigid unif om , and I do not believe that one boy would have been per
mitted to wear a violent check in t rousering. This l egend of Bunter ' s 
trousers has been carried even furth er in th e Bunter stage show, for 
funter ' s check trousers are must ard-coloured. 

Diamond pins and finger - rings were not pemi t ted at Grey-friars, 
and I am doubtful whether fancy waistcoats would have been pemitted. 
I certainly vould never have allowed them in my own school . 

I oft en wonder whether Shie l de used his own idea on a cover in 
the Smedley series , by depicting boys inflating a rubber toy t o fri ghten 
Smedley. The in ci dent is menti oned in the s t ory in a short sequence · 
which seens to have been interpolated by the edi t orial pen. Actually, 
th e sto ry "Bunter the Ventriloquis t", did not further the Smedley plot 
in ,my wey, and I consi der th e Smedl ey s eries, rathe r on the l ong side , 
would be all the better vi thout t his tale at al l . 

These criti cisms are merely passing t hought s . While ve l'ell!Elllber 
st . Jim's and Greyfriars we shall always r Ell!Elllber Macdonald, Chapnan 
and Sbielde . And, of course, Wakefield for Rookvood. The old papers 
would have been much the poorer vi th out their vork • 

.An artist, noteworthyfor his grea t l oyal ty to his au thor , is 
Thomas Henry who has illustrated the "William" st ories for forty 
years. It is a joy t o examine hi s ill ustrations, comparing them with 
the text of the s t ories, and t o find that no detail is overlooked. In 

· one tale , one of William' s party is a little gi rl, vho, accordi ng t o 
Ric!Dal Crompton, l ooked like a littl e edi ti on of Queen Vict oria. Sure 
enough, there i s Queen Victoria in t he picture , with her "ve are not 
amused" expressio n. 

This sort of thing made the pictures r eally l(Orthwhile and vere 
a joy. Careless portrayal s, on the othe r hand , destroyed il lusion , 
which -.es a pity. 

It' s just my point of viev! What' s yours? 

CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES 

No, 511 THERE'S JOY IN ARGOMmT 

!1~81foJf..J :!"&w~wr!!e;,ai: =~~t :ec~:t!:,~ ~e::!1~!:et~nb!i.~~ 
t'N ~ Crc::,tr-lars stcr l e.s h truelt . 

Ny statement:i: et YarlOUI tl111ts regardi ng th e c l rcula tt on, of tbe f'llgntt md Gea 
haw come frat pers~ act lveJ.Y connected with the papen, , Includi ng c . H. DOlll'i llltlo wa, 
on the sta rt troa tbe n,z fi rst !•!!'!, 



All have been speaktng rrom IDiC'-17 • ot course , 8n:1 can poss lblJ be wrong tn 
aert a1n detail s. A former sub--~ttor, 11r. E. c . Snow, now In Austral. l e , has olalmcl 
that In 1919 the Gem onrtook Uw Na&net , but tbe re Is nothing reall.1 conc.r et e . 1be 
on]¥ Ume ttg\U'Q.9 wer e published was ln the earl.Y 201 s at an adVerttalng eJh l bltlon 
at OJ.Yti)ta. J.t that tloe, th e Kagnet was sltgbUy h i gher than th e Gem. 

a •a a good point that th e ci rcul ati ons or both papers llllBt have been healtJIY t or 
th em t o rm ne.:irlY 33 years, but although they OOCl)aretl t a">urablY wt th oany rivals , 
they cert ainly never reached ar.Jthtns or the high circulation or th e 'lbom.,on popers In 
th e 20 1s an:I )O•s . Hr . Dofll told CJ? that he was ccncemed at th e lowlah clrcule U on 
ot bot h paper s In the ear ty 30' s ftl en t hey aave a~ t re e g ift s t o try and boos t the 
sales . 

I shall ask my coIT esJ)Of'l(1Ellt t o etuc tdat e runtier on th e Bob Cher,-y• ExPelled 
art alr. In fai rness t o hi e , he ts reJ.ytng on his QemOJ"Y ot nearly 50 years ago. 

~: I agre e whole-be ar tedlY with th e statement •There t s Joy In Argl1:181lt. 11 How 
r 1~u -are tn poi nt ing out th at t r everytl'llna ha::t been per fec t we would have nothing 
to argue about tod~ . "nK! whol e gorgeou.sl.y l:Klddled se t--up l s a perfect basts tor dis
cussion • t he ntmierous stories by SJbstt tut e writers, th e constant reprinting ot ol d 
st orie s by substi tut e writers , the oont t alt reprl nUng or o ld ,t ort es , the daring de
cisio n t o change a weekl.Y devoted t o a pri vate detect ive t o a st oiy paper on school 
lit e , lll!'ieth er It would have been better t or 11r. Hamlltoo to have concentrated on th e 
Magnet and Gem t o th e exclusion of Rookwood. itc. , Ml.eth er U'le r eprints sbOUld hav e 
appeared ooabrldged , "'1ether E. s . Brooks based his charac ter on th ose ot Hr. Haollt on -
and 90 on.. t hope we will contin ue to argue all th ese poin ts tor C!aJlY year, to come. 

RAY HOPKINS: Hr. Hamllto n Js now concentrati ng on CrtYtrlars Jlhlch , It has been 
suggested , wo\lld have been a benefi t t.o t.he Nagnet tn the ol d day s. N°" tha t he t s 
bending all hi s energ i es to add to the Greyt r tars saga , what are bis ai:Dtrer s doing? 
Tutting because thereare no new st. Ji m' s stor i es? Such ls hu:non nature. 

I ?:llSt so.Y that I , t oo, have regret t e<1 l ou:ny about th e non--appearance ot ol d 
favourit e, , but we cust not expect that Hr. Ha..Dllton Is abl e t.o concentr ate on too man)' 

diver se schools at h is ege . He Is doing a most excellent Job ot work (and l ong tr.a¥ he 
wave), and we have an the glor i es or the pas t In m1m to delve . We art very lucky 
that so iwch or hi s work has survi ved and th is Is Incredible fthm one cons ider s th at ti 
was all publi shed In th at kind or ronJ1at "11ch , lik e riewspapers, ends In th e fire or 
with t.he lid or the dUstbln being clang ed on tt. 

~ n~ ~y~to~l~ ~t!~U' 1~1=/=~~~ ~=:.~:nw~~r C:!c~ con..;:~n~ o~l:~~r 
pl enty or t lCJB to $ end on Nading such stori es as Jules Verne's •800 Leagues dONl the 
ACl&zon•. I m:i Int eres t ed In th e nial Q&r lt or otl'lerwlse or th e ·~ storJes. Would 
it not be poss ibl e tor you to get Nr. 851'fays or Hr. Lotts t o se l ect a t ew ot 7flat they 
cons ider t he best or the s\tls ttt ut e sturr, and tor extracts t o be published? Perhaps 
Hr. Sac,ra,ys would se l ect Ylhat he coostders to be hist best sto ry . I should lik e t o 
jUdge tor ar,selt tr he c.:-n match the coq>el ltng forc e of such a scene as t hat In wbtch 
Whaeton force s Stac ey to admit ownership or th e tncrt m tlng l e tt er , or the se i zing of 
tJle tuc.kshop tn the Tuck.shop Rebellion. 

Cl! th e other hand , It ts absurd t o sugges t t hat even Chorl es RMDllton cOUld mai n
t a in a \lllt o1al1 h i gh s tDl'ldard over 2000 odd stories , and It ,rould be Intere s ti ng t o 
see It th e sub writ ers come 8l'1)'1tlere near rretch l ng hl o on hi s or r days. 

~ adds: 'n'le g ll' lng o r Free Gifts was not restr i cted to thi Cem and Hagnet. It 
s eecs to c,e that most papers gave 8'11'8¥ somethi ng 4t sometime or other. rt ts, or COU['Se, 
real i sed that Bill' s coITespondent was reU,tng on his oemory over can, years t or hts 
.r .. olleoUQl)I .................. __ ........ - ... ~······-···- ·- .. -···· ...................... . _ ... _ .......... -,- ····· 
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GEK, OF IW!ILTO!!IANA 

Lpviaon, '1.th all bi s faults , was still , in t ha fag ' s eyes , th e 
big brother whan be had always loved and admired , t hough what Frank saw 
in Levison to cause either affection of admira ti on \i8S a p,zz l e to 
everybody else , Fran c;.., 466 "The Vis dan of Gussy" 

(Sent in by Ron Crol lie) ( , 

Prout breathed hard . He breathed deep, Prout was f ed-up to the 
very chin with tha t t roubl esome manber of his fom, He often made 
allowances for Coker, There was a cert ain rugged honesty in Coker, 
along with bis impenetrable stupidity . Troubl esane and exasperating as 
he was, Prout never bad 8:JJ/f disagreeable doubt s and suspic i ons about 
him, as be sometimes had about fell ows like Price and Hilton . Coker' s 
heart was all ri8ht, whatever might be said of his head, Really and 
trul,)•, Prout wanted to go as easy as he could with the fat head of his 
form. Fran Magnet 1630 "Fool' s lu ck" 

(Sent in by Ted fuvey) 

(Bock souveni rs are awarded to the sonders of all items found sui tab l e 
for publication in this column, 

ROOKllOOD 

w ge rrumbers of Digest readers are supporting KNOCKOUT si nce 
Rookwood was added t o that very at tractive little paper . The f scous kid 
napping seri es ended in mid...August, The presenta t ion of this story did 
not quite live up to the standard which was pranised in the earliest 
instalments. The pruni ng was very dras tic givi ng the effect of too 
much di alogue , with too many of th e autbo rl s inimit abl e t ouches removed , 

At times, there was avidence of that infuriating "change for the •) 
sake of change." For inst ance: "Hark!" said Jimy Silve r became 
"Lis ten! " sai d J:imny Silv er . There wore far to o many of t hese point -
less changes. In one instalment, for no apparent reaso n, a short se -
quence was writ te n in , and Dr. Chisholm was made t o observ e "Rot!" 
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Certai~ Olten Conquest would never have made the Head o! Rookwood use 

such an expression. 
The general result was soc,etbing of a skeleton with most of the 

flesh 1'9Cloved, but, from readers ' letters to th e lliaest , the sto ry vas 

much appreciated. It would seem that the tale came, this time , fro., 

the Boys' Friend, for in th e Schoolboys' Ovn Library editi on the name 
of t he kidnapper , for some unknown reason, was changed , years ago , to 
"Langton." 

i<>v running in KNOCKOUT is the series in lllu.ch Putty Grace arrived 

at the school . This vas a 5-st ory series which com:,enced in the Boys' 

Friend in March 1919. 
** * *** * 

THE LA.ST DAY AT Tl!B OVAL 

Congratulati ons to our Australian pals on th e success and grand 

cricket of their Test eleven over here thie sumner . Disappointing for 

England, yet a magnificent series , with stirring play at times fra:, both 

sides , and the finest spirit of the 8""'8 always in evid ence . 
And thet l nst day at tho Oval . The Ashes l ost for England , the 

se ries lo st , every int erest as dead as a doornail - and England fighting 

liko a pack of demons. Like losing the ship, and fighting like bell to 

save tho tattered flag from the masthead before the wreck goos down. Hov 

typiool of the Engli sh! 
Subba Rov, a Wingate to his fingertips, fighting for that century 

t o make him only the second man in history to get a century in his first 

and his last Tests . And when be got it - the roaring of the c,eagro 

crowd, in that dreary weather - IIIBld.ng up in quality for what they lacked 

in qunnti ty . The Aussiee, excited as a Rookwood crowd, surroWlding him, 

bonging him on the back, shaking his h.:lnd. 
Stocky , ilandforthish Barrington, fighting all the wey for bis mag

nificent 81; Murrey, Bob Cborryish , lllll8hing, happy,io-lul:lcy , prince of 

wicketkeepers , banging all round the wicket for a lost cause . And dear , 

schoolboyish, TOC1 Merryish ~vid Allen, vi th the stra p broken on bi s 

pad , and an Aussie providing a handkerchief to ti e the pad to bis lag . 

It could happen in :i Third Fom catch , but never in :i Test. Yet it did. 

And Bonaud, who bad boen cheered every inch of his trimpbnnt YDY, 

running the gw,iut of his bowlers to try to dislodge tho fighte rs for a 

l ost cause. In the last hour , when the drav was certain, ho could , eo 

easily, have turned it into a farce , but ho didn't. He f ought on like 

blnzes, tough as iron , And Cordevish Harvey, who ca:ie on t o raptur ous 

applause, t o bowl that magnific~nt over near t ho ond. And, at the end, 



l'aee 18 - --- ~-- .... ----- · Benaud permitting him el f th e final chuckle with t he last ball of the 
1961 Tests . 

Cricket dull? Ye gods! You can have every football match this 
season and next in excha!l6e for that Last r.:,.y at the Oval . 

* * * * * 
J!Il,{ARD BLIGHT 11Trenegl ost1 

LIST OF BOOKS FOR SAIE . 
12 , Trcvarthian Road, 
St. Austell, Cornwall. 

Boys of England . Vol. 9. 20 loose copies , January 1871. 
Vol . 10 , 18 loose copies , •tay 1871 to November 1871, 
including rumber 249 cocmencing Jack llarkaweys School 
Days. Vol. 33 , 1881. 16 IlUlilbers. 12/6 the above lot , 

Boys of England . Volume 12, 1871. "J ack Harkaway after School days" 
"Jack Harkaway at Oxford" including Xmas =bo r with 
coloured plate . 7/6 . Bound vol . 
Volume 16. Bound. December 1873 to October 1874 
including extra number "Tales of Tcople Bar", t1Jick 
Harkaway lltlong the Brigands" "Schoolboys of Old 
London. " 7/ 6. 
Volume 49 . Bound. June 1890 to Juno 1891. 7/6 . 

4 J ack llarkaway stories in a nicely bound volume, almost new condition. 
15/ -. J ack Harkaway in American. J .H. out West among 
the Indiem. J .H. in sea rch of the Mountain of Gold . 
J .H. Among the Millay Pirates . 

Jack Harkaway and his Sons Adventures i n China. Paper bound. 3/6. 

Jack llarkaway and his Fathe r at the Haunt of the Pira t es. Paper 
bound. 3/6, 

Boys Friend ld. series bound vol ume. 8 st ori es by Reg. Wray, David 
Goodwin, Sidney Drew, Murray Graydon, In excellent 
condition . £3. 

POSTAGE EXTRA ON ALL SALES. 

****** ** 
The Editor regrets that, for reasons beyond his cont rol, it is 

not poss ibl e this month to publish our usual popular reviews of t he 
latest Sexton Blake novel s. 
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BLAKIANA 
Conducted by JOSEm!NE ' PACKIUN 

27 Archdale Road, East IW.rich, London, S.E. 22 

I om urgent ly seeking infomation about the late Cecil l!eyter . 
Tho Blake stories ho wrote for the U.J. arc of course, known to me 
(see 1953 C.D. Annual), but that is about all. If any reader can tell 
me SI\Ything about this poJ:l1lar author of his dey I shall be most 
grateful. One thing in pnrticular intrigues mo {am th e reader ,mo 
wrote to me pointing it out), and that is the fact that l!eyter did not 
wri to a single Blake story featuring Sir Richard Losely and Lobangu for 

the S.B. Library although Bloke and Losely went t o school t ogethe r as 
related in the Boys I Friend Library. Does anyone know vey'? 

JOSIE PACKMAII 

* * * * * 
I IIEEl' PIERRE MROULE 

By w. o. c. Lofts 
(continued) 

The groat poJ:l1larity of Mr. Sayer ' s stories is proved by tho fact 
that tho majority were reprinted for the overseas market , vhoro th e IllllllO 

"Pierre ~roul e" was as well known as in this country. His first Bloke 
story, according t o th e ' official list' of authors supplied by Mr. H.W. 
Twyman, fornier editor of the UNION JMJK., vas No. 908 of that paper, on
ti tlod "The Crooks of Monte Carlo" and dated 5 March, 1921*. At the 
time of writing I have aske !l Mr. Sayer if he wrote any stories before 
Mr. Twyman t ook over the Edi tori el Chair . 

( * The 'official list I is from Mr. Twyman I s ccmnencement of 
offi ce. ) 

Apart from his Sexton Blake stories, W. W. Sayer wrote a great deal 
for the "Champion" ~oup of papers, a serial in the ROCKET (under the 
name of 'Wal Sayer') dealing with the River Amazon and South America . 
Like many other writers of juvenile fiction of that time he olso wrote 
for the Scottish fim of ThOOISon, numerous of his stories appearing in the 
DIXON HAWKE Ll!RARY, WIZARD, ROVER, ADVffll'URE, etc . 
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U .J. stories , Mr, Sayer decided t o use a noo-de - plu::ie , To be u l i ttl o 
different froo th e usual trend of pen-names he chose the most wrusual 
one of "Pierre Quiroule 11 which, in French, means 'rolli ng stone 1

• He 
chose this f i rstly because he was rathe r u rolli ng stone hinsclf in 
his younger days , and secondly in honour of his wife - who was French. 

Here I would l ike t o emphasise n point I made i n a recent artic l e 
about Arthur J . Palk. (July C.D.) One would have thcught it almost 
impossible that another writ er used 'Pierre Quir oule ' as a pen- name -
and yet one did ! This was a mysterious individ ual , whose tru e indentity 
has never beon revealed and who was writing under thot Ml:le in Buenos 
Aire s in 1916. 

I n 1930 or just afte r , Mr. Seyer left his juvenile writings behind 
him and joined tho London Goneral Press , a feature agency in Bouverie 
Stre et, London, E. C. Ho l ater fomed the London Int ernati onal Pres s at 
llhoo.tsheaf House , Carmeli te Stre et , E. C., but resigned from th e boord in 
1936 and joined th e British Lion Film Coopany. 

Meanwhil e ro nders ho<\ been boobnrding the edit or of the SEXTON 
BLAKE LIBRARY for more st, ·ies by "Pi erre Quiroulo", for hi s l ong absence 
hnd been greatly tU.ssed. "Quiroul e 11 

t howovor, no longer being avai l able 
t o writ e fresh stories of Granite Grant and Mnde,:ioisolle Julie , Len 
Pratt , the edit or of tho S. B.L. , decided to let another popular writer, 
Francis Wzmrick , who wrct e under the MI>e of "Warwick Jardine", write 
fresh stories featuring these characters - with , of course , the full 
permissi on of W. W. Sayer. In fairn ess to Mr. 11Jardine ", an excellent 
wri ta r in his own fi e ld (he was the son of t he f amous Sydney Warwick), 
this new nssigment had a great handicap, for he just could not writ e 
about someone els e 's creat i on. 

The first s tory of Grant and Julie by "Warwick Jardine" appeared 
in No. 403 (2nd series) of the S.B. Library, entitled "The Crime in Part<: 
Lane". The second story "The Man fr oo Tokio", had alread;r been written , 
and was in prec ess of being J'lblished in No. 409 of the Library, when a 
stem of protest broke out fr oo readers who knew at once that th e first 
new "Quiroule" story was written by a ' substitute ' writer. To satisfy 
his readers there was now only one thing the edit or of the S.B.L. could 
do, and thot was to J'lblish th e old sto ries by "Pierre ~r oule" ; and 
this he did at once, COCIJ:lencing with No. 416, "Dead Man's Diary", a 
story which hod appeared some twelve years earlier under the tit l e of 
"The Secret of the Frozen North " (1st series No. 163}. 

In 1938/39 "Pierre Quiroule" did relent a little by writing a few 
more original stories f or the S.B. Library , althcugh two of them had ____ ..... ,,_ .. ___ ,.,._,,.,_,., ...... ,,_ ... ___ ,.. ......... ,,.,. .. ...,. ........ - .......... 
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already appeared in a much shorter fore in the old l1ni on Jack. In a 

sen.se, however, it vwld be wrong to regard these two stories as re

prints , for the pl ot s were extended, dialogue added and Julie - who 
for sane strange reason had never appeared in the l1. J. stories - broUBht 
into the new versions. I have elread,y said t hat in 1936 Mr. Sa.Yer 

joined the British Lion Film Co. as a script vr1 te r, and it is prolr 
ably by reason of this that he was abl e t o get a film made adapt ed 
from one of his stories , This pic ture was called "Sext on Blake ani the 

Hooded Terror , " and vasanada ptatlon of the S.B.L. story "The ft,stery 
of No. 13 Caversham Square .• There were quit e a few fi.lJ:18 being made 
featuring Sexton Blake at that period , but the above l"'B easily the 

most popular one. Its premiere vns at the Ritz Cineoa , Leiceste r 
Square . George Cur2on pla.yed Sexton Blake, Greta Gynt pla.yed Julie and 

levid Farrar (who took the part of Sexton Bl aks in lat er films) played 
Grant . Pedro vns played by hil:lself! It is most interest ing to not e 

that , last bu! not le as t , the villain was played by the late Tod 

Slaughte r, who, I have been t old by several of his fomer friends , 'VllS 

a great lo ver of all the Sexton Bloke sto ri es and cl3ir:led t o have read 
every Blake sto ry ever published . He also had n very large collecti on 

of Blake cateriel . 
There has been i;iuch cent i on in th e pest of Miss Dorotl\y L. 

Sayers and her interest in Sext on Blake; in fact, the inside oover of 
a code rn S.B. L. cont"1ns a quotation trom ker t o the effect that she 

regarded Sexton Blake as part of the national folk l ore. Proof of c,ore 

than jus t a casual interest in Blake is that in 1936, at which time 
Miss Sayers vns editor of the London "Evening Standard" short story 

feature, she specially asked "Pierre ~e" t o write a story f or her 
fea turing Blake, Tinker and Pedro. This appeared on 23 November, 1936 
and was probably unique in the history of ' short ' sto ri es f or it t ook 

up no less than three :f\111 pages ! The titl e was "Sexton Blake Sol ves 

I t ," and the story was reprin t ed i n papers ell over the world . Mr. 
Sayer shoved oe , with great pride, a copy of the •teylon Observer" 

containing the sto ry and illustrated by Phil Jllendozzer, an artis t I 

known quit e well . This Blake story has not , to my pers onal knowledge , 

sin ce been r eprin ted, and I imagine it would be extremely diffi<>J.l t to 
obtain a copy today. Appearing , as it does , in a se ri es alongs id e a 
serial by world -famous H. G. Yells , one can see tbe type of clas s re

quired in writing for t he Evening Standard" feature, and "Pie rre 
Quiroule" proved himself quit e up t o t he task . 

Just after t he out break of Vorld Var II Mr. Sa.Yer t ook over t he 
hot el where Mr. Basil Reynolds met him in 1946, and vns Mine Host to 
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countless thousands of people duriJlg his fourteen year:, stay ther e , 
l!r, Sayer has written a number of hard-cover books, and for th e 

benefit of re~ders who are desirous of collect i ng thec, they are listed 
as follows: -

(Under the name of W, W, Sayer) for Wright and Brown Ltd. 

Sellers of Death. 1940 
The Nemesis Club, 1946 
Mine Sinister Host, 1948 

(Under t he name of Pierre Quiroule) for Mellifont Press, l>Jblin. 

The Hour of Recognition . 1932 
The Silhouette Syc,bol. 1935 
Secret of tho Circ le , 1935 
The Golf Links Mystery, 1935 
The Circle of Death, 1936 

(Under the name of Pierre Quiroule) f or Nelson Thrillers . 

The Painted Death, 1935 

In concluding this article on oy meeting with "Pierre Quiroule " 
should like t o point out tha t our editor , Eri c Fayne, was i n contact with 
l!r , Sayer sane fifteen years ago - at which time they had c,uch corres
pondence. (Readers who are fortunate enough to have a copy of C,D, No, 4 
can l ook it up,} Thus, Eric C1UBt take full credit for WJllaSking 
upier:re Quiroule11 as it were. Readers who have copies of his stories i n 
the :: .~,L. 1st series -.ill see the initials W.W.S. i n the ri ght-hand 
bott oc, corn er at the end of the st ory. Suspect i ng that they stood for the 
real nac,e of the autho r, Eri c traced "Quiroule" through that clue . 

Like Eri c, I have always considered Mr. Sayer ' s stories to be of 
a c,uch higher standard than really r equired for the S.B. L. His Engiish 
is beyond criticism and his stories - whether they dealt with the Frozen 
North or in the Wilds of India - have always been remarkably accurate 
in detail, al though he has never been t o those places , He can r ecall , 
wit h sane amusement, Len Pratt once remarking that someone who had read 
ono of the tales of Indi a exclaiC!ed "Good Gad! This chap C1USt have 
spent maey years in the country . " (This was probably Anthony Parsons, 
who was a Captain in the Indian Amy, ) 

Of his cont emporary fellow -wri t ers of Blake st ories, Mr, Sayer 
had a great regard for k :thony Parsons , and was very friendly with ________ ..,._ , _________________ ... __ _ 



G. Ii. Toed and Donald Stuart. 
And nov, in closing this li ttl e article, it only rmains for me 

t o echo th e thouehts of t housands of old readers of "Pi erre ~roule" 

st ories and sa_y: Thank you , Mr. Sayer, for yoor superb Sexto n Blake 

st ories! 
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No. 5411 

******* 
sm'ON BLAKE LIBRARY TITLES AND Al1l'l!ORS (2nd series) 

( Continu ed) 

th e Cue or th e Nl,tlt Club ~en._(R. Pur-ral t , J. G. Bl"llndon 

tlJnter on tbe Boat Cxpress ___ (Kart Msonl ---- R, Bardlrc• 

Blind Kan1 1 Secret (Pr. F1n-aro} __ __ R. c . Armen.II" 

The t1rstery or tb t Alllanlan Annger _ (G. Cirmt, ttnl e JUJ.t•LW. w. Barer 

(flt pr l nt or 2nd 1t rl es No. 18) 

ff\t Case or the tturdered Wedding Guesc. -- ---- - '. wanrtct 

The ttratery or t he ONek txne B. e. c. Glbbonl 

Tht Ten-or or 1'hwider Creek • E. 8tnn t on-ffope 

fbe Crl!le OD the Qua7 W, J, Ba1t1eld 

Deacl t1an'• E't'ldenc e (R. Pun a.le } J . G. Brondon 

nw Nyste ry or t he A.trtcon Hlne..- CH. JUclaon) R. Rardtnae 

Thi Vl etlD or th t Olrl sw B. DlJ. 

1be See~t or Ille Tone J.. &:scar 
tlrder on the bth Ploor __ _ _ (R. PUrftl t ) J. G. Brandon 

Thi Secr et or the Steppes H. H. c. Gibbon• 

Tht Lolt Clpedltt on (O. Grant, rtnl c Julle) _ w. w, Sayer 

(Repr int or t at ,tries No, )0}1 
Thi Crim a t the Crowi IM p . J.. Clm"ke 

The l'l!rner at Hermit'• Cottage R. R41'dlnge 

The Secre t or the Salkan Heire ss R. c . AnDoul" 

~~~-~- Lh~~ 
The Barber•, Shop Ct-toe w. Shute 

the tf)'stery or th e l'\Jrdercd Blonde - <R. PUM'al e) -- J . G. BJ"lllldon 

Thi Sea.sid e Cr t oe F. W8"1lek 

?bi cue of tbe Brua Bo\RI Trunk • B. c. Ot bbonl 

The Ethl opton•s SecNt ____ (o. Grant, 11dlle Jul t e)_Jf . w. Ba.Jar 

(Reprint or 2nCI ser i es No. lo) 
The E.1-6enlcem, t1 Sec:rt t R. Hardin&• 

1hl Crlce or Gqa Oas•-- - (C\l'l&a Dau) ___ _ R. c. Aniour 

The Ctrl Who knew t oo l'b:h - - (R. PU.rYale) J . G. Broncton 

TtlC Island or t.lle Guilt)" c . H. Teed 

(Reprint of 2nCI aeries Ho. 41 ) 
The SecNt of rti• Sale Rooa __ (K. J\daOn ) ____ _ R. Ranllns• 

ni a Han with th e Clar tng ~ts w. J. BaTfleld 

The Stag e Door Cri me H. H. c. C lbbonl 

n. £100, Cko Insurance S1ttnd11 _ (B. Cbarcr'IJ w. w. ea,er 

(Reprin t or 2nd serlu No. l,O) 

The Tran of the Dope QIJef --- -- -- ---- A. J . Hunter 
Tile Case of tb e 'nlrte Absconding SWlndleN R. c . Araour 

ni e Seas ide Cate Crl•----<D. Tallon} F. WarwlcJt 

1ht Secr.t or tbe lndentttt catton Parade w. SbUU _________________ ,, ______ , ________ _ 
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No, 516 
Ho, 51'6 
Ho, 547 
No, 5l,B 
Ho, 518 
Ho, 550 
Ho, 551 
Ho. 552 
Ho, SS} 

Ho, 554 
No, SSS 
Ho, 556 
Ho, 557 
Ho. 558 
Ho, 559 
Ho. 560 
No, 561 
Ho, 562 
Ho, 56} 

Ho, 561, 
Ho, 565 
Ho. 566 
Ho, Sol 
Ho, 568 

Ho, 569 
Ho. 570 
Ho, 571 
Ho, 572 
Ho, 573 
Ho, 574 
Ho, 575 
Ho, ,/6 

Ho. sn 
No, 578 
Ho, 579 
Ho, 580 
Ho, 581 
Ho, 582 

No, 583 
No, 584 
No, 585 
Ho, 586 

Tb• Btlla ot Dooa ---- -- ---- c. Vtrner 
ni.e tt, ate.ry of th e Old Curtoslty Shop -- ---- H• H. c . Gibbons 
1'1e Hot.or Show 11yate ry R. Harc:Unge 
ff>e Dt et at.ors Secre1, o . H. Teed 
Crook Cargo (Capt . Dock) A. J . Hll'lte r 
1ht 'h-a 11 of th e Whtu T\rbml -- (C. Dass) R. c . Anlour 
1ht Vtctto of the 1bln u Dtn -- (R, PurTal e) • c:. Brandon 
'ffl.e Dod(J3rd H)'ster, W. E. sc.anton-ftope 

The Cut or the Long P1m F'rauds (Pl11:tier>---- -- J . w. Bobtn 
(Reprint or 2nt1 se r1 u N0, 30) 
ni e Talls oan (ll es t ----- - - - -- H. H, c . Clbbons 
'ft)8 fr l ta t ' S 68Crt t ------ ------ - W. J. Bayfie ld 
The tt, ai.vy of tht nn , Acrobats -C R. Purt al e) J , c . Brandon 
1'he Btert t ot th e Dent.al Strg eon (N. Jud son) R, Kordlnc e 

nw N)'ltel')' of 1. 20 (, R. P'W"Tal e) _ • c:. Brandon 

The Nlmt gtit Lorry Crt m -£ . s . Brooks 
,,... Rtddl t or Deed Nm' I Hine • A. Clarb 

n, e 1klknolm Menace . c • v trner 
The cu, or the lt.lrdtrtd Ftnat c ler J , Creasey 
Tbo 8lacl<mlled Baronet H, &, Hill 
Ule~ lnt or 2nd serl ts Ho. 36) 
flw Nen ff'OIII tt>scow ________ _ _____ ff , R, C, Gibbens 

The ~ atery or the tlrdered Sentry _ (R, PurTll e ) • o . Brandon 
1'he TerTor or the Tene1:1ants c;, N. Philipa 
The s eort t or tb e Dead Convtot ti. B. DlJ: 
1bl Cu e of th e tWl who Hen:r Slept c:. A. t'r ans 
(Reprt nt or 2nd sert ea No. 9) 
fl'MI t#sterr ot Ho. 1J caverDm SQU4r"'t (c:. er .int, ltfll t Jult e )_ w. w. Sq er 
1'h8 Ytctt.ci or the cult --- (Pay Lome) r: Worwtct 
!he Ri ddle of rt ve Nu dle Creek w. J . Baytt el d 
'nle CrlC'll tn the Ktoak ___ J R. PUMalt ) J . o. Brand<)n 

Tht Coronati on N:Yst ery -- " · H. c. Gt bbona 
tb t Crtm on th e Heath -· c. Vernon rro st 
11lf Bond Stree t Raiden -- - <R. Purr al e) • o. 8N.ndon 

1'bl Clrse or tb t Bllflt.)Tt t o. A. C.an.s 
(Repr i nt or 2nd ser 111 Ho. 26) 
Raffl es ., Sext<:r'I BlaJc.t -----t Rattl es ) P . &t«.ey 
The Pri soner of Lost It land ___( Cept. ~ ck) J.. J . Hunter 
nw Tatt ooed Trlm gl e --- (R. PUMele) J . o . Bro.ndon 
nw Itri They Could Not Convict R. Hardtnge 

1bt R tddl t or tll e SUnken C:arden c:. Verner 
n.t tt, 1t ery ol th e S'Wanle, VladUot - - (Zenttll ) __ __ c:. N. Phil lps 
(Repr int or 2nd at rt11 No, 13 ) 
1'le ljQn ll'oo lt.a ]J' __ _ __ (R, Pun ol e) _____ J , C, Brandon 

1be Devil ' s OWn Ci. H. BO'M:lell 
1'ho Cr lce on th e Prcanade __ (capt . Dacie) 1.. J . Hunt er 

flit Char lt.7 r...l ~st ory H, H, C, C lbbons 

•00 YOU RD108EJI: 'fflE BOYS' 1.EADEJt1• ... by F. Mdf ngt,on Symonds. 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 

IIAIIDSOME PNOTG-lllnON OF CENEIAL FRENCH CIVEH AW~I. 
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Neetol ng held J'UlY 25th, 1961 
\l lth 8')0logtes t ro1:1 John Totlllnson , Joe Htlrst on and Cieorge ai.ar.bm encl others bt tng 

{'flf3Y on holiday, there Mr e nine ceroers on)Y at lhta aeet lng In th e Stratfo rd Room, 
Arden Hotel . We were all upset to hear tbat Secyl Porter bad been rushed to hosp Ital 
again after a bad tan . 

It wa! late 'llbErl th e program,e got tmer Wf!II am a ni ce r eadt._ b)' Kadge Corbett 
rro:i Kagnet No. 10)) ( f.dgar Brh1ht series ) was th e t1r st Item. .AD eneomt v between Slr 
Htnon Popper 800 Gosl ing was not helped by Bunter ,t,o brought h i s nntrtloqu t sm into It 
to mete relations oore estr anged between th e two elderly gentle lilE!n. Tbe tnterrentton 
ot Dr. Locke helped to SJ"OOOth mtters. Frarit Richards ' hmcnr at lta best. J.3 proa t lld 
las t DOnth, Ted Davey oontlnued his talk on Coker ot the Ftrttl • . With llJCh a M>Jeet u 
ih e •OUIII> or Creytrlars" and Ted at th e ~P or his rona. th i s RBS a Ytl'Y absortl lng part 
or tbe 1-'01'1sed rr,:,greme. 1be proposed Joint club cooterence suggested tor nut :rer 
and the ,robeb llt.1 of It being hel d at Na'1 ock Dt!t wi th ep;roval and It ta t alrl.7 cert a in 
tha• It will be well suwcrtod bf Nldland Club, 

(Edi t.or' s Note: At tbe t.ttie or tbe above .aeettna , tbe Hldlnrxt Clti> waa l ooktng forward 
to ~1'-0L11ng t.be re tum of ITs, Beryl Porter , nt en eerJy date. Club ciei::tlers were 1twmed 
a week later, to learn of Ole death of It's. Porter, An obltu&J,' appears on anoth er page. ) 

NeettnP.: held 6aturd91 1 ]2th August, 1961 

flleri! was on atte OOance of 18 meabers "1.en Cball"t:lm Geoffrey Wilde opened th e oeet tng 
o.t 7 p.ci. Cieott had beard froGI our old colleague ~ Pot ta tha t he hopes to be with ua 
at our next meet ing. 

After routin e business haj beoo disp osed of GetTY J.lUson gave us the sad news of tile 
death or BerJI Porter. Thls wu a considerable shodt. t o all or us , the mre so because 
our last news ot Beryl bad been t alrlJ encouragJne. We extend our heart fel t syq, a• to 
Too tn his ud los s , which Is otr t oaa too, tor 1'tC Kid Beryl han atten ded senral or 
our ceettngs 800 QaCle l:bemelv es exceer;Ung1y well ltked. 

Also fro• U:ie HldlmO Section came the new:, tb8' Norman GNllOl'Y ,n, In hosp i tal , 
We ell 1'11h Normn a qutok NCOTef'7 llld a speed)' ret.lrn heme. 

()l the br i ghter si de , th e adYertllment for a cow ot Kacnet 884 (recently l ost 
tn the post) bad born tnitt, and thls Ml bMl replaced. J lll Hepburn ha:1 al.lo written 
us e. cheerful letter 'IC!.tcb • wre ftl7 pl ea.,ed to reoelT&, ald Erto Fayne writ es tnt on:itrc 
ua th at he hopes to nttend one of our meett ngs tn the near ruiw-e . We allO beard trom 
t1'l other old Md estel'Qld frtmcss, Tcm RoPPert.on and Roger Jeott ns. 

Ron Rodgaon then reported on his recent Tlsl t to J ohn G\1\111 end Jack Wood told us 
~o~ the new St.. f'rant ' s&t4!I_ ln Flltl rm.. ____ .. ~--.. --·-·-------·H--... -----------···-



fllils month•s nsdL,1 ot •Rl1'als end Cina• was glnn t OI" tb e t tr at ti • bf one ot 
o\t l ac!Y 11£111:>ers, HollY Al ll 30l'lt end nry well llbe d id tt t oo. !b i s oontb.1 1 ept,ocll 

lDelW .C I.be lon,-.-tc.ed wdl be\Ntn HlgMl lrf e Mld GreJfrtars , and tbe re~ t a 
an-tved Just as !be reached balf -t tmel We badl.Y wsited t o hesr th e resUlt of th e match 
so NollY obl lgtngJ.Y oonttnued her r eading afte r the ln t enal. 

l.not.ber enJoJable meeting tenmtnt.ed a t 9.15 p.m.. Next meeting , SaturdaY, 9th 
Sept ezi:t>er . 

Another happy mld ·JollY meeting took pl ace on Saturoa,y , AUguat 121:.b, at the 
Glebe , Blackheath 1 hos t Horace Rober-ts. A •baker's dotea • IIN3N 1n at tendance , quite 
good for tll.e holiday month. Horace tbe Ideal host and good t.o see him. do some bua lness 
with bta JMson Lee LH:r ar,' at one s ide or the room and Roger bus, wttb tbe Hsi llt.on l m 
sect.too on the o1ber side. H11Ucent t.ne •s •C&steny S- were excell ent, a well 'll!'itta 
descrip ti on with nu::ibcr e ight , l as t but not l taa t , Dme Kebbl e •s cat . With Nlll lcent 
ael ecttng Bob Cherry , a t t er tour ccd>crs ha'nl nO'II' g lnn th eir sel ections, Bob t s top of 
the poll. A nry t tne and hl.m>roua readtng bY Rogor J enklna, a cbe>ter or ttlJ aboUt 
Roobtood trUD a •sctiool.t>o:7s• Ollll Llbrar,9 we greatl.7 enjoyed. A ti ne •Coll ectors• 
Dtgeat• qul 1 o.onducted by Bil l Rgbberd was 'Q1 by Len Paclclial, J os i e Packman W&S third 
and Don Webster 3Bpa.reted th.est:! tlll) bf betna: secorKS. 

' Old Boy's• Book.99 Don Webste r had ccq, tled an excell ent quit. on Ulla subject and 
8111 Hubbard wn., tbe easy wl mer; seconds were Len Spicer Md Len PacGB), fotrths 
Roger Jenkins and Ra:, Hopkins . Jos ie st.ill suf t ertng wUb her Totce , tms Don do.ln& all 
th e talk ing tree the cha.tr. 

Only .sad not.a wa.s the tribut e patd to the passing of Beryl Porter, all mmber s 
pres ent expressing the i r deepest snl) atby . 

Wi th generous thslk s to t.b.e host , Horac e Roberta and Niss Blackman f «- an en.J07abl e 
occ.aalon lt was cal l over end farewe ll lltttl we 111&et aa:aln Cl'I SundaY, Sept.amber 17th at 
IP Elhnunere Road, Dollls Htll , London , N. W. 10. Bost, Bob B17the. Klndl7 tnf orm hoSt 
tr at t end Ing. 

Uk:U: W<J/J1IH. 

Club medlers r eceived a Te ?)' ccrdlal wel come l!!J.en thB7 gath ered at the home o f 
ti's . md Hrs . J . Donald at Strat.h t l eld tor a spec ial meeti ng oo 1bw-8day, August 17th. 

'!be CbalnDlll, Syd &:l1lh openoo Pf'OC4!:edlngs at 8 p.m.. and the few Item ot business 
rece11'ed swift at tent i on, a.s those presen t wen al l anxious to get on wt th tbe matn 
f eature on t.he progracme , th e greeting t o our t rlenda at Heneysld4!: . 

Ar t er ttnanet al oat ter s han ticen set tled th e cr,erseas maJl was passed arota'ld for 
reading and thi s occupi ed a ple asan t ftr t eeo mlnute.s. 

1boo th e oellbers gatb ered arowid to aa:, thetr tew wonis ... one at tack: of tenl)Ell"a-
oent t>7 the tape rec order and sneral a ttacb or nage rr t gtlt delayed th e trial rU1 t,ut 
nentuall.Y al l was rcadr t o cut th e tape. 

The Sydne,stders were pl eased to hear th e greeting sent to th ee. bJ Jack tt.rtagh 
Md feel SW"'& th.t s pl ea~nre will be ~ t>y' his tr tenda OYerseas. 'lb en came the 
dreaded moment or f ac ing ~ to tb e 11lcro~e themael"TBa - au-mgel.J enough lns t u d. of 
the t.megt ned ord eal lt proved to be qutte an enJ01 abl e esper l ence md sn era l IICll:tlers 
had to be rorclblY restrained trom a repea t pertcnisne e on th e olti er s ide or t.be tape tlben 
their en thusiasm cB1Tl ed tber.:i flllett. 

Supper was - M ed b7 ?Ts. Donald att,er tbe taPe was sa t el7' peckea ue:, md the 
eYMtng ended on a lll)lt hilari ous note wi th 3ome or U>C ma>ers deel arlng they'd n ever 
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haw recogntsed their own voJces •••• we had lots ot tun ime.ktng thts gooc;!ll'lll greeting 
end hope tllat the pl easure wtll snawball as the t ape goes on 1 ts j oumey t f"Qc our fri ends 
at Heraey1td e to the oth er hobby folk throughout Engtm . 

B. PATE - SeCNtary • 

~ 'G~,~t ;~! ~4~9Jtt~~ ~t~~2,~~;,t~~51~~~~~ ~~t 
1.6, 52, 134, 1M, 195, 205, 238, 239, 2n, 318, 319, 344, 345, )if;, 347, 353, 357, 358, 
lfOO, 417, li22, ~s. ltJ9, WI>, 11,9, 719, 752, n,. 809, oost issues between 812 and 890, 
900, 921, 924, 925, 936, 9l3, 9l,O, ~. 943, ~ . 91./J, 951, 965, CJ(;'/, 988, 996. 
PO?Ul.J.RS 183, 190, Y/0, 385, 396, l62, 165, ll,6 , 474. 
DUC FAYNE, EXCD.SIOO HOlEE, CROVE ROM, Sl.RBlTOl, MREY . 

~ : s.o.L •s Nos. 6o and 66 .. Hod.£:m Boy No, 239. Magnet Nos, 829, 862 - 865, 867 
~ . 874, an, 879, 004, 893, B96, a97, 900. 
Cf!.. R. Wll.8:1{1 100 BRoctf'IEl.l) ROI.I>, Cil.ASCCM, N. 1. 

~~~-~~fJ,e~ ;~o~,:~~:l~ f!;r~ ~~,:~~~ !~~eW:r!;:wlng 
LCf'TS, 56 SHDllNGlW1 HClEE, ST. tt:.RYLEDCffl:, UN>OH, H,\1, 1, 

~ s . O.L's i.2, 25B. Nel$on Lee No. 130 (old se ries). row- price paid plus 
post.Age, Tbc advertiser has so:e s.O.L'•, Nelson Lees, CelI8 ffld t1ac.nets ror ex.charge 
on)y. BRIAN HOLT, BRITtQI fl6ASSY, REYXJAVIK, ICELAND. 

;;~ ~~1 ~ 1 ~0~~3~
1ioo~~17 ~~~S2~6h~2~~~5,:~:~; ,5~),

5ile, 
89CJ, 960 - 963, '/'10, 1011, 1013, 1027, 1028, 1035, 111. also s.o .L•s 169, 170 , 2<6, 228, 
258, 268. Mal'& ?tlgneta la.9, 590, 7~, 741, Popular 'Y]O tor exehan.ge. 
THONPSOO, 5} WJ..ILASEf PJJUC, 8EIFAST, 14. 

r!e~fi&(u:.e~~~~;;sg~~~!), 1:~~ 3d(t!ong ~~e~~4~\~t:e6~1 ~Ttce~eN~1fJ:3 
dated Hay 5, 1926; The British Worker (published by th e r . u.c.) , Ro, 5 • sligh tly 
dal:taged. All other s In good coo:l l tlon, mlceographed , publtshe<I crur1ng Print ers ' s trike 
1920. Connotueurs• ~Jeces, What otrers? 
WRiff: BOX •s•, c/o . Collect ora Digest, 

THAT POPULARITY CONTEST 
By Brian Doyle 

Eric Fayne has invited me t o say jus t how I managed to prophesy 
the fi nal ord er of t he Popi.larity Contest and thereby win the .C5 prize . 
First , I must say how del i ghted I waa - and honoured - t o learn that I 
had been awarded first prize. I can honestly say that it I s th e first 
time I' ve ever won aeything in cy lif e (unless you can count a rathe r 
mangy-l ooking toy dog I won at a fair when I was 12! ) 
_ Now

1 
~ y llull ml&t!L••y, dow t o brass tacks ••• _____ _ 



The first five , as you will recall , ran: 1, Harry Wharton, 2, 

Billy Bunter, 3, H, Vernon-Smith , 4, Bob Cherry, 5 , Sexton Blake. 

Vby Harry Wharton first? Because , I think, he iS core human and 

really believable than lllllZlY oth or charact ers . He bas his faul t s as 

well as his virtu es and this makes him all the more interesting (lilro 
so many more of Charles Hamilton ' s characte r, of course) , fut o.ftor 

all Wharton has been tho king - pin of so many fine st ori es too . 
It vas a, .,ear thing , in cy om mind, between llbart on and ainter . 

Thon I thought: "Yell, I ' ve heard so many people soy that Buntor "as 

all rieht but vasn ' t thllro a bit too much of him?" This se t me 

thinking, and I eventually C8Cle t o the conclusi on that , much- loved as 

the Ovl of tho Remove is , the mojori ty of peoplo would rathe r road a 
dramatic series featuring Harry Wharton, I remembered that tho most 

poi;ular Ka;inet series "ore the "Wharton - Rebel" sori es , And knowing 

that the "llagoot" is th e cos t po?Uar boys' paper in our ci rcl e I th ought 

that a great many read ers would therefore place llhart on first and 

Buntor second - and provo that altl!ough B,B, ia tho oost famous Grey

friars character he isn't , qui to, the coot pojlllar. 
Most Magnet read ers l ovo a strong, dramatic seri es and, noxt t o 

the Wharton - Robel" s t ories, who figure s in tho bes t of this cat egory? 

Our old friend , Herbert Vernon-Smith, naturally , He was cy own 

Number One in tho Pers onal Choice list and I know I woul dn't be for out 

if I put him fairly hieh up in the genoral list . Everyone seems t o 

enjoy the Bounder' s scrapes and escapes . So in went Vernon-.'3mi.th at 

llucber 3. 
llhi.J.e cost readers were thinking about popularity vhat othe r 

non:e would at onco spring to mind? The cheery , l oyal , rumbustuous Bob 

Cherry , of cours e , Not cuch doubt that Bob would be hieh up in the 

lists, So I put him at Number 4 , 
Getting this far I paused and reno cted . So far all cy es timated 

choices vorc liagnet characters , But vhat about Sext on Blake? Ho had 

a very lar ge following , I knew, I was a fan of his cyself , Surely 

ho would r eceive 3 largo proportion of votes , "Yes ," l thought , "but 

not quite as many as th ose four Mognot charocters ,,," So I tholl6ht 

Number 5 would be a fair place · to put our old fri ond from Baker Stre et . 

Need l go furth er ? I don' t think so . Tho rest of my choi ces 

followed roughly on these lines and l don' t Vllnt t o bore roaders by 

describing my mental struggles bl ow by blow. 
All I can sey , is that l enjoyed working out my entry tremendously 

and I ' m SUN everyone else did t oo. Gongrstulations to Eric Fayne and 

Les Rorlpy for 21'/l;!W§illfl the contest so ven. 
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I n the meantime, it • s no good any of you chaps asking me t o 

cash my £5 postal orde r down at Mrs. M:imbl e ' s so tha t I can buy you 
al l dolJ8hnuts and gingerpop . It's too late. I 've given 1:1ysolf a 
t re at and spent the cash OI) a loy,;; run cJ: "Strand Magazinoa , " 
beau tifully bound am in immaculate condition . Contai ning most of my 
namesake• s i nimitable Sherl ock Holmes stories w1 th Sidney Paget • s 
or ig ina l illustrations . So there ••••• ! 

• ********* • 

YOURS SINCERELY 
( Int erest ing lt(lN rroo th e £dt tort s post..-b.;g.) 

BENJAtf!N c:, lf{I'Itt (London}: Re the Chest ert l dd ga th eri ng end the stat eoin t t hat the 
other papers np3ft. from HMIH.Mlan a, Bl okt ann and l.()e do not get !iUCh space. 1 sugges t 
th at th o erttlcs writ e art i cles and feature s them.selves. Apart rrm Bill ~rt.s md 
cerry All i son, the rest aeldoc!l wri t e anything tor publlc ntton tn c.o. This goes , t oo, for 
Stor)' Paper Coll ector , cos t or the articl es <J\d features In that excell ent publi cation 
being written by the saoe peopl e , CIOl"lth Af'ter conth , md most of the se bei ng cieirbers or 
t he Loooon Club. 

If ClOl'e or the less popular papers have to be cent tonoo tn c.o. I suggest once 
again t.hat the critics k lndl.y l'lf'lte arxi suh:ll t ar t icl es end tentures t or publ ttatlon . 

Re the reader rdlo would ll ke to borTOW Sext.on Bloke I!lat erlal t roc the clubs; 
years ago th e UJndon Club had a a lsc ell aneou.s sec t loo, run by Ch.nrlta Wright . I t ceased 
to t mctlon owing t o lock or ~port . 

Ftnal.l.)' , I think ;you do nn excellEflt job Jn try ing t o pleas e everyone , aa 
edito r or Coll ectors ' Digest . 

(&very conth a book 8l'Jsrd ts cade tor the Star Letter or th e rm th. The aw3t"d th is month 
goes to th e writ er or th e above. Sue EDITCfUAL tor ccm:3ent on Mjec t matter or the 
lett er. • ED.) 

ife' l:wJ ~";:~!!e~ ~~~~e! ~ooth:'~~ a~n~ ~:::s:n~·i i!~R~~a:; ~~~ l~non 
this vi ll age, and t reel a sort o r refl ected (tr SOl!ll!What fat uous) glory tn the raet. 

~ i~ifnr:f~ =~,: =~n ~~:·h~\=t~lll:1~:r::i~ 
wlMlng th1111 back by the sheer strength or Wharton' s character certa t nl.y bears the master 
touch. I never oared tor Rmdy. I knew several •Haneyts- nt school end always t.hougtit 
t.ha:l a G1enooe. '11letr readiness to punch noses never endeored thee to 1:1e. 

ffoJn4t~fld~~~~t~~~~ =a~~~~~ ~~us~~!~~:1J,~,"~~!~ ~~ti:tt~t 
have practlcnlly cver;y ~-Ot' alXI book ava il.Ibl e tor bonmrt ng, lnolu:ltng a coq, l ete til e 



·-···--········-················--········--·-·-'"·-··- ···-- .. ----·-···t'*" 2L or Coll e¢tors ' Digests , and all th e c.o. Annuals. •1'tle H.3n Who ca. Back• was 
dellgbtrUl. A l ovely bit or toota.s;y - ..:,rfbY of the Holiday Annual at tt:i best . 

'Kt1 HOPPD>.toN (Searbo('(lugh): ETe,,-one ~ agr ee that c.o . has tq:roved beyond any 
r eo.,onoble expee~tlon , md ln catering to so many d1tfert-nt trends t t ts p-obnblY 
1tix>Ss1ble t o sattsfJ everyone . tr you ott el!J)t t o VSZ"/ the accust.omed meoo t oo inuch, 
lt wtll probabl.1 14>set more th '.:fl tt gratUles. But th ero ls a s t ci,le ,ray out ot tbe 
dl trtcuuy. We al.re1\df have the Annual at Chrtstms . Wtthout aiming at aeytht.ng as 
elabora t e cs th..1t, would lt be poss i ble t o ls.sue Spring , Sua.,er and Auttn'I SpeotaU, 
ot Ordln..vY c.D. siz e? I renllze th at It 111,uld thrOW an added strain on the poor 
ed1t.or, but I mould be glad t o kni:M' Whnt 70u - and othe r s - th ink or l:be tdee. 

(The tp0or &c:1• llkes the Iden tcmensel1, ~ we M.ve, In tact , been t(V'1~ with the 
tdea ot Double Nuot>ers occa.1l onal1Y. Th~re are , of ccw-se, certaln f3etors t.o be 
consldere<l before It coUld be put tnto prac t ice , but we .!hould be glmi to know 'flbct.ha
reoo ers wCWd ltke O'.le Idea or an occasi onal Double Nll:lber , or , altcffll\ t lveiy, m 
occasional •extra '. - m.) 

~r~~s~'l?ie~~~~~), I n:o~tD~~T:l~ov:~: ~:7 ~!:vf~T:r!!!:'1 o!irrg~• 
stnce I have been e reader, The dr awlr«s or Dick md his trtend s arc mst pratse
lltOrt.h.Y, wlth the gravestones end gallo«s tllrOWl ln, 

~~re ~ 0
:ni~!t=m:!ry 

I s:'nr~~~~fo~~~~~~e:!,~ r;'°~=s 1:-~~
1~:o. 

AMunl a whil e back - 1 The Wolt PatrOl' bf John F'IMemre, He sa,s these stories were 
printed Jn the ~Ion tn 1912-13, whle.h ts nows t o me. Harry Broster has. the onl.Y 
cow or thi s name that I have heard abOut ll'lttl now, and he very klndl7 l oaned It to 
me e rew months ego, 

(Hr. -fhuroon writes us as follows : • 1 was hc.rrlrt ed to see that t had carelesslJ' mixed 
up the two stories . John flMemore•s •li(olt Petrol' appeared In one or the A.P. papers 
Md lat er In a s.r .L. The stories ln the 1912-13 ~Ion were about th e •Green 
Plover- patrol,) 

IAN DAVEY (Whttl ef B.oyh t have never seen any n:ientton In c . D. ot 1 Llttl e Folks•. You 
IDBY have eoTered It con:orehenslvelY ln the past befor e I s tarted to get c . o., but I 
would be Interested to ttrd cut , I h ave a battered cow or 'Littl e Folks' ot 1932 and 
tin n-e, nore bat tered one or 1895. nie st.orte s in th l'.C •ere very eood, matnty school 
stor ies tor both beys tlld g irls, and I rEOe~r tn 1932 an eieenent schoo l tale ealled 
•tttchael Allen~ by JolVl Oreti.rlcy. 

tv t aTotrlte stttr~oTered school taies are bf an author l have not se m 
mentlonod tn c.o . • R. A. H. Goodyear. l alwa,s prefen-ed hl s s t orlU to th ose ot 
J"llchael Poole, Gtstbf Hacleth, Cl ea.Ter , Bird , etc. I reoed>er he had a long obltuarY 1n 
•The Time.st', but t cm•t rEmember JlllCh more o.bout It now. Could ~ have sCDe raot a 
about GoodYear, please? 

fle8D!:T NcCAB'.:' (Ow'Ktee }: No surp r i se to t tnd Wharta, tow Ir@ the poll , but BWiter 
getting second place was. I thought Nr. Quelch would MTe received more votes. Nes& 
to Wharton. he l s ~ t nvourlte char ac ter. 

~E!SW~:u/,.c~~~l~; gla~ l~ ~e~egi;~ ~~t:a~~~:/~ :!~!ce~~ = e 
oe.J"'Yilloue: p icture wtth wooder tul detail, Onl.Y one dtsappotntmm t • Che absence ot 
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TCEI. King tl'OCl:I the insets. 6 ttll, It 's hard to pl ease ncryone , 

ToJJc.1ng or covers - flhere Is Sob Whiter? Hls chnreoter pcrt.r o.tt ot T.be Ri o Kld 
was a ft ne piece ot work. Cm1 t " e hnve D:)t"e? WhY donft we ti.ave artic l es on Dlc::k 
Turpin and Buffal o 8 111? The pre-war Bt ggles )'f\ffla tn Modern Boy are good s ubject catter 1 •oo. 

mo.~ wmm, 
By R, J 1 Coosaw 

Jt has been S.lld that books wtll not deliver t,h(!fr trc8.Sl.D'es with out sOtie co
operation on the par t of the reader. 1bose ttto enjoy books a:ist are t hose Rho eultt
va t e th e ncttve use or th eir IDaglnat lons and tlll books worth re ading decend en ertot"t 
ot IMglnatlon so tha t we CM heor , see .1nd fi!el all t.hat th e author describe s , 

Anyone can beg in r.o writ e or somethi ~ that hn.s happened. But 1t t s eu eed tngl,y 
dtrflcUlt to beg in so er rectt vety that th e re ader t s JCl:ledlatell' tme rsed ln the st.or., 
and eager to follow to t he end. It Is , of course , eqUAl.ty dlrtleult to end U'le pl ot or 
a story succe ss fully, I would sey th4t t.he ess entlnl char octorlstl e or a story l s a 
&000 pl ot w1th people or thlfl£S that are alive . 

The 1Ql1! runs or th o Hamilt on ian p<i.l)ers Md the Ne l son Lee llN proor th..'lt Rru:i1lt on 
md Brooks both possessed this gJCt. It Is , or cwrse , t-'Quol].y tru o or oth er authors . 

So~ t1 ce ago, I read the COOl)ton seri es or th e Hegnet Md wns r :J.th er fasc inated b)' th e 
aecoun t or Mr. Quelch t ollo111tn c Vern on-Sol th to PEgg one wet attcmocn . 'i1le descr1P4' 
tton was so realtstlc that I coUld alm st hear, see J.nd re el the r a in Call ing . A des
crlptlon or a wet atte moon mo.st be almos t as d ifficult as th e palnt tng or a n ine glass 
on an oi l pa inting . 

On the other hand, the surrounding CO\l'ltl')'slde or St. F'rank•s ts D'l)l'e real md 
detailed to oe t.han th at or Creyrr tars . That the nentai pictures built up by th e readers 
JIU.st V«J"/ to an enormus degree ts obvious, md soae tcaees rtt In better thsn others. 
I lll.lst confess that r:tl mental pi cture or the vUl aae or Bellt on was nothi ng Uke th:lt 
depleted b1 Brtacoe l.n hls dolt ghttUl sketches. 

With these tew CUCl)les tt coo be seen that sotie or ~ quality or tbe sto ri es de
pends upon the rcooer. F'or 1.l'ltll n book ts read It ts norH!Xtstent . 1'he iocaent It Is 
apprec t :,.ted It l eSJ)s lnte Ut e and Uv es tn the reader, 

FOR SALE - NELSON LEES - all series. State wants or ask for List . 
S .A.E, please - HORACE V, ROBERTS, 12 Clairview Road, Streatham , 

I.ONDON, S.W.16, 

i-:r. J, MERRILI.'3, of Canada, who i s colle ct ing KNOCKOUT, writes 
l!!lbout the difficul ti es caused by the abs ence of serial numbers. We 
agree most s trem,o usly and would like to lmow why this absurdity has 
c::ome about. Are the new papers merely coy about their ages? A8e, 
1..n a paper , used to be a matter of pride. 

--- Publteh ed by Eric Fayne, Excelsior House, Gron Road, Slri>tton. 
OUpllcated b)' Ycrk Dupltc att n.g s ervi ces , 12a flMI ~les, Yc,rk. 


